POP PY

BICYCLE ROUTE
FORTS, TRENCHES
AND BUNKERS

is natuur

FORTS, TRENCHES AND
BUNKERS
Length of the route: 43 km
Difficulty level (max. = 3)
Bicycle rental: www.bikeaholic.be - Abtsdreef 13, 2940 Stabroek.

The Antwerp North poppy bicycle route starts at cycle
intersection 85 in the vicinity of the car park at Elsenbos
(1), Frans Hotagstraat in Stabroek. You will be guided by
poppy signs on the cycle route to the first ABN poppy
field on the route.
At the first exit, you will see to your right the Sconce of
Smoutakker (3).
The sconce was built of brick and concrete between
1906 and 1914. The building stands on an oval island,
with a covering of soil and surrounded by forested
land. The island is encircled by a wide moat. On 10
October 1914, the retreating Belgian army blew up the
sconce to prevent the German army making use of it
in its advance on Antwerp. Since then, the sconce has
remained a ruin, but the moat is still intact. During the
operation, one person died. A soldier from Luik thought
the fuse of the explosive had gone out. The fuses used,
however, were very slow-burning Bickford fuses. When
the soldier entered the sconce, the charges detonated.
His remains were never found. The site is now a
recognised nature reserve, managed by the non-profit
organisation Natuurpunt and is located in
the Habitat Directive Area. Six

bunkers and the ruins of the artillery tower are now
equipped for bats.
Now follow the poppy signs back to the cycle network
intersection 85. Halfway between 85 and 79 you will
find the fort of Ertbrand (2). The fort is privately
owned and is considered one of the most important
winter hibernation places for bats in Europe. Access is
prohibited and also dangerous.
Opposite the fort is the Mastenbos estate (2). Here
again, the poppy signs will lead the way to the ANB
poppy fields, restored trenches and accessible bunkers
(1) in the Mastenbos. These exceptionally well-preserved
ruins were part of the German defence line of 1917, the
‘Stellung Antwerpen-Turnhout’, that was intended to
repel any allied invasion from the Netherlands.
Returning to the cycle network via intersections
74 and 73 in the direction of intersection
38, you pass the military
zone of

Klein Schietveld (3). The area (Kalmthout-Brasschaat)
forms, together with the Groot Schietveld (Brecht), a
peaceful retreat covering 900 hectares of pine forests,
oak and birch forests, meadows, fens and heathland. It
is part of the Camp of Brasschaat, a military base that
was founded in Braaschaat in the early 19th century by
the Dutch. From 1817, the Dutch military leaders went
in search of large areas where the troops quartered in
Flanders could hold exercises without causing too much
inconvenience to the local inhabitants. The Brescaatsche
Heide, located halfway between the garrison cities of
Antwerp and Breda, fitted the bill, or at least the higher,
western area where there were no fens or swamps. And
so, on 25 April 1820, the army took up residence at the
Frederiksplein, on what is today Garçondreef. The Klein
Schietveld was taken into use in 1859. At the time, only
the area between the Essensteenweg and the macadam
road to the Airfield was used. During later expansions in
1921 and 1956, the forests around and to the north of the
Fort were added to the De Uitleggger estate.
In the ANB estate “de uitlegger” (4) you will find
another poppy field. In addition to enjoying the forest,
you can also see the pond. This arose in a unique way:
the owner at the time neatly covered the bunkers from
the First World War with sand excavated from the pond
complex. The anti-tank moat, which crosses the area,
provides an unusual biotope with large numbers of rare
animals and plants. For more information about track
cycles on the military railway tracks that run through the
estate: Kempens Landschap, 0474 48 16 03,
www.spoorfietsen.be.
Via intersection 37 you ride along park “de Mik”
in Braschaat (5) and the poppy field in “de Inslag”
estate (6) to intersection 33 in the Peerdsbos (7). The
Peerdsbos is one of the most frequently visited forests
on the city outskirts of Antwerp. The forest is worth
a visit, both for families and nature-lovers. The long
straight lanes are great if you are walking with a buggy
or pushing a wheelchair. In the centre of the forest you
will find brasserie De Melkerij, where you can take a
break as the children play to their hearts’ content in the
playground or enjoy a round of miniature golf. Near the
brasserie you will also find the last poppy field on the
cycle route. On the edge of the forest is the challenging
Stoerwoud in the provincial sport centre.
Via “de Brusselse bossen” (8) you return to the starting
point 85. The major attraction of the Brussels Woods is
the varied landscape with small woods, open meadows
and fine views. In May, the meadows are covered with a
carpet of buttercups.
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