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BICYCLE ROUTE
WEST-FLEMISH HILLS
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BICYCLEROUTE
WEST-FLEMISH HILLS
Length of the route: 33 km
Difficulty level (max. = 3)
Bicycle rental:
1. Camp Site Ypra
Pingelarestraat 2 - 8956 Kemmel
Tel.: 057/ 44 46 31
www.camping-ypra.be
camping.ypra@skynet.be

3. d’Hellekapelle
Dikkebusstraat 171 - 8958 Loker
Tel.: 057 20 24 83
www.dhellekapelle.be
info@dhellekapelle.be

2. Eeuwenhout
Koudekotstraat 19 - 8951 Dranouter
Tel.: 0475 26 94 83
www.bb-eeuwenhout.be
info@bb-eeuwenhout.be

4. Ecochique
Hellegatstraat 6A - 8954 Westouter
Tel.: 0486 43 02 47
www.ebikexperience.be
info@ecochique.be

Before you set off from the departure point at
intersection 16, you should take time for a visit to
Tourism Heuvelland, where you can buy an entry ticket
for Bayernwald. This area shouldn’t be missed and is
on the poppy cycle route. But it is private property and
only open to people who have purchased a ticket in
advance from the Heuvelland tourist office. Polenlaan 1
8950 HEUVELLAND – Kemmel T: +32(0)57 450 455 / E:
toerisme@heuvelland.be.
From the Dries, intersection 16, you cycle via 13 and 61 to
intersection 49 in Voormezele. Between 49 and 50 you
can visit the fascinating site of Bayernwald (1). Because
of its strategic value, this spot was the arena for many
confrontations between French and German troops. In
1914 this hill, with an altitude of 40m, was captured by the
Germans and given its current name of “Bayernwald”. The
trenches you will see are only 10% of the actual surface
that the area covered between 1914 and 1917.
After the visit to Bayernwald, take the detour indicated by
poppy signs, to the listening shaft “Dietrich” (2) in the
Kampagnebos (1). From early 1916, the allies were already
excavating under the German positions. The Germans
were aware of this and began building 29 vertical shafts
that led to horizontal tunnels. They tried to counter the
British attack tunnels with these opposing tunnels. Only

accessible by foot via the path in the Kroonaardstraat
that leads to the forest. The path runs along a pool that
was formed by a bomb crater. The area is dotted with
many silent witnesses to the destruction that took place
here 100 years ago.
A century later, many of the ruins from this dark
past have been reclaimed by nature. A bunker in the
Kampagnebos offers a sleeping-place to various species
of bats, and the rare crested newt feels very much at
home in the pools that have developed from bomb
craters.
After your visit, the poppy signs lead you back to
intersection 50 on the route, after which you continue
your trip further to point 92. Just past this intersection,
you will encounter the Spanbroekmolenkrater (3), also
called the Pool of Peace. The crater was caused by the
explosion of depth charges during the Battle of Messines
in 1917. What remains is a 12-metre deep pond. The site of

the Pool of Peace is now a quiet stretch of nature on the
rolling landscape of Heuvelland which is freely accessible.
Cycle further via intersections 62 and 7 to intersection
2. Then cycle via Lokerstraat through the varied
and protected landscape of the provincial estate of
Kemmelberg. At the crossing with Kattekerhofstraat,
alight from your bike to visit the restored bunkers in the
Lettenberg (5).
These shelters were built by British soldiers in the spring
of 1917. They formed the entrance to an underground
headquarters.
!! The following section to the Ossuaire Français
monument will put a strain on your legs. If you
prefer to take things easier, then, after your visit to
the Lettenberg, you should take Kattekerkhofstraat
and turn right at the first crossing in the direction
of intersection 7, to rejoin the route at point 9.
The tour continues via 36 and 76 to 9 and passes the
“ossuaire Français” where 5,492 French soldiers are buried
in a mass grave. The names of only 57 are known.
Via intersections 9 and 6 in the direction of 8 on
Lettingstraat you ride to Dranouter. In this rural village,
known for the folk festival of the same name, we deviate
from the cycle route network to visit the ANB estate “het
Eeuwenhout”.
Do not ride on to intersection 8 but take Lettingstraat
to the bakery d’ovetote and then turn right into
Dikkebusstraat and follow it to the first street on the
right, Victoriastraat . At the T junction, turn right. At
the Locre n° 10 cemetery, in Lampernissestraat, you
can park your bike and enter the Eeuwenhout estate on
foot. Anyone who visits this estate run by the Agency
for Nature and Forests can almost believe that time has
stood still here. The sunken lanes, the rows of pollarded
trees, hedgerows and hedges breathe the aura of time
long past. The interplay of forest, flowering meadows and
fields is a feast for the eye.
Take the forest path to the left along the fledgling
orchard to the meadow. In the deep lies a dammed
pool (6) that served as a drinking place for the horses of
the British artillery during the First World War. Between
October 1914 and 25 April 1918 (German Spring Offensive),
this area was allied territory, about six to seven kilometres
from the German front. Various camps, medical posts
and other facilities were built in this area. Water was also
tapped from this well for a military laundry in Dranouter.
The pool is not shown on topographical maps dating
from before the First World War and was probably built
at the start of the war. However, a German military map
dating from after the German Spring Offensive does
show a “Wasser Tümpel” (water pool).
Back on your bike, you now follow the poppy signs
via the Gallooie  (4) after which you rejoin the

cycle network in Gildestraat. Now go in the direction
of Rodeberg (5) to intersection 98 in Westouter.
In this estate of the Agency for Nature and Forests,
environmental management is performed with
considerable attention to accessibility. There are many
things of interest in the Rodeberg estate, including a
“sneukelhaeghe” [tasting hedge] with sweet fruits for
anyone who visits at the right moment, an open-air
theatre and various play areas.
(At Rodebergstraat on the Molenhof you can opt to make
the cycle tour shorter by cycling to the right and then
going via intersection 84 to interection 4, Zavelaar and
then via intersection 3 back to Kemmel.)
From Westouter at intersection 98 via 93 to 97 you cycle
along the Sulferberg (6). This is an accessible nature
reserve of 19 hectares that is managed by the non-profit
organisation Natuurpunt. The word “sulfer” (sulphur)
is used in the local dialect for land that is unsuitable
for agriculture. For more information about the
management: http://www.debron.be/natuurgebieden/desulferberg.html.
Continue the trip in the direction of intersection 4
passing the poppy field on de Zavelaar  (7), a craggy
hill that, because of its shape, is referred to on certain
British ordnance survey maps as ‘Shoe Wood’. In this
forest there was an important narrow-gauge railway from
De Klijte to Kleine Vierstraat. The British main defence
line of April 1918 also passed through here.
Via intersections 54, 36 and 2 you cycle back to Kemmel,
Intersection 16, end of the tour.
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